RUSSIA AND THE WEST IN IRAN

and organising forces; it did not assist in breaking down the influence of
the leaders of the Left Kuomintang and their position in the country and
in the army. Instead of utilising its participation in the Government for
these purposes, it, on the contrary, screened the whole activity of this Gov-
ernment (individual petty bourgeois leading members of the Party went
so far that they even participated in the disarming of the workers' pickets
in Wuhan and in sanctioning the punitive expedition to Changsha!).

At the bottom of this opportunist policy lay the hope of avoiding a rup-
ture with the petty bourgeois leaders of the Wuhan government. But, as a
matter of fact, this rupture could only be put off for a short space of time.
When the mass risings acquired a threatening character, the leaders of the
Wuhan Kuomintang also began to reach out towards unity with their allies
on the other side of the barricades. The revolutionary movement of the
workers and peasants still continued to exert all its forces in order to
achieve victory.

The Communist Party of China now also corrected its line, elected a new
leadership and took its place at the head of the revolution. But the revolu-
tionary wave had already ebbed. The heroic mass struggles under the slogan
of Soviets could only achieve a few temporary successes. Only in individual
localities did the uprising of the agrarian revolution begin sufficiently early,
in the remainder the many millions of the peasant rearguard were delayed
in their advance. Instead of the former gross errors of opportunist leader-
ship, there were now revealed, on the contrary, in various places extremely
harmful putschist mistakes. The preparations for risings also did not take
place without great defects on the part of the Communists. The heavy de-
feats once more threw back the revolution, which in the South had already
entered into the second stage of development, to the starting point of this
stage.

27. Thanks to the fact that the Chinese national bourgeoisie obtained
power, the composition of the former bloc of the imperialists and militarists
was partly altered and the new ruling bloc now represents the immediate
chief enemy of the revolution. In order to overthrow it, it is necessary to
win over the decisive masses of the proletariat and peasantry to the side of
the revolution. This constitutes the most important task of the Chinese Com-
munist Party for the immediate future. The Chinese workers have already ac-
quired an enormous experience. The further strengthening and revolution-
isation of the trade union movement and the further strengthening of the
Communist Party is essential. A certain portion of the Chinese peasantry has
already outlived bourgeois democratic illusions and shown considerable ac-
tivity in the revolutionary struggle, but this is only an insignificant minority
of the huge peasant population of China.

It is very probable that some petty bourgeois groups will take up the posi-
tion of national reformism (inside or outside the Kuomintang), in order by
a certain display of bourgeois-democratic opposition to conquer influence
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